ALONG THE ROAD
dans Jes jar dins; mats elle a garde le corps
Itgnes puress aux charmants details que des siecles
Ipris fart avaient amour eusemeni orne? Hats
off to France ! It Is with alacrity, on this
occasion, that I accede to Lord Rothermere's
request.

Old guide-books, so out of date as to be histo-
rical documents, make excellent travelling-com-
panions. An early Murray is a treasure. Indeed,
any volume of European travels, however dull, is
interesting, provided that it be written before the
age of railways and Ruskin. It is delightful to
read on the spot the impressions and opinions of
tourists who visited a hundred years ago3 in the
vehicles and with the aesthetic prejudices of the
period., the places which you are visiting now.
The voyage ceases to be a mere tour through
space 5 you travel through time and thought as
well. They are morally wholesome reading too,
these old books of travel 5 for they make one
. realize the entirely accidental character of all our
tastes and our fundamental intellectual beliefs.
It seems to us axiomatic, for example, that Giotto
was a great artist; and yet Goethe, when he
went to Assisi, did not even take the trouble to
look at the frescoes in the church. For him, the
only thing worth seeing at Assisi was the portico .
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